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U.S. Financial Contributions to the United Nations System 
                                                                         
+-----------------------------------+                                           
| In 2006, the United States        |                                           
| contributed:                      |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|   * 41.5%, or $1.12 billion, of   |                                           
|     the budget of the World Food  |                                           
|     Program (WFP), which provides |                                           
|     over 4 million tons of food   |                                           
|     to 87.8 million people in 78  |                                           
|     countries each year;          |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|   * 24%, or $346 million, of the  |                                           
|     budget of the United Nations  |                                           
|     High Commissioner for         |                                           
|     Refugees (UNHCR) to protect   |                                           
|     and safeguard the rights and  |                                           
|     well-being of 20.8 million    |                                           
|     refugees, returnees,          |                                           
|     stateless persons, and        |                                           
|     internally displaced persons  |                                           
|     in 116 countries; and         |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|   * 9.4%, or $260 million, of the |                                           
|     budget of the United Nations  |                                           
|     Children's Fund (UNICEF) to   |                                           
|     feed, educate, and protect    |                                           
|     children in 157 countries,    |                                           
|     including providing over 3    |                                           
|     billion doses of vaccines to  |                                           
|     children.                     |                                           
|                                   |                                           
|                                   |                                           
+-----------------------------------+                                           
U.S. Leadership and Engagement in the United Nations                            
                                                                         
The United States co-founded and continues to be the leading financial          
supporter of the United Nations. The U.S. believes that the UN has an essential 
role to play in fostering international peace and security, fighting poverty    
through development, providing humanitarian assistance, eradicating disease,    
advancing freedom, and promoting human rights and democracy. The United States is 
committed to ensuring good stewardship of United Nations resources so that   
these universal goals are met effectively and efficiently.                      
                                                                         
Top Financial Contributor to the United Nations                                 



                                                                         
The United States has been the largest contributor to the United Nations every year since 
its creation in 1945. In fiscal year 2006, the U.S. contributed over 
$5.3 billion to the United Nations system to support UN agencies and            
peacekeeping operations. The U.S. contribution to UN peacekeeping alone totaled 
nearly $870 million in fiscal year 2006.                                        
                                                                         
As the UN's largest contributor, the U.S. will continue to call for the         
accountable use of these funds. In particular, the U.S. has proposed using the  
General Assembly's biennial budget process to reward programs that achieve      
desired results, while terminating low priority, poorly performing, or          
unnecessary programs.                                                           
                                                                         
In addition, the U.S. has called for a maximum of accountability and            
transparency in the management of all UN programs and funds. Stronger internal  
oversight and improved reporting require adequate resources and greater         
independence for the key Office of Internal Oversight Services. A fair and open 
procurement system is also necessary to ensure accountability and               
transparency.                                                                   
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